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New trends and developments in carotid artery disease 
Alain Branchereau, Michael Jacobs; Armonk; 1998; 
Futura; 284 pages; $110.00. 
This book comprises 30 chapters, each by a different 
author, that outline presentations at a recent conference of 
the same name. The conference was held in Europe, and 
this is reflected in the list of authors-a few come from the 
United States, some from the United Kingdom, but most 
from the mainland of Europe. Many of the authors are 
eminent and well respected, and others perhaps are not so 
familiar to an American reader. In most cases, however, 
the authors are presenting their own data and they speak 
from a knowledge base that is obviously extensive and 
worthy of respect. The chapters are all short, with good 
illustrations (in black and white), and well supported by 
rderences. 
The topics covered are diverse. The first chapter by 
Rutherford deserves special mention. It outlines what 
should be standard reporting practices in carotid disease 
and is relevant to all who read this book, whatever their 
specialty. There are chapters that deal with the assessment 
of atherosclerotic carotid disease. Standard angiographic 
techniques are reviewed and compared, and, in addition, 
new techniques of estimating compliance, intimal-medial 
thickening, and plaque structure are described and dis-
cussed. The management of particular clinical presenta-
tions of carotid disease are covered, from the patient who 
is asymptomatic to the patient who is neurologically unsta-
ble. One drawback of the book is its timing: the latest 
updates on the North American Symptomatic Carotid 
Endarterectomy Trial and the European Carotid Surgery 
Trial were unavailable at the time of the writing. Less com-
mon carotid problems, such as carotid dissection and 
aneurysm, are featured, and there are discussions on the 
management of recurrent stenosis and bilateral carotid 
artery disease. 
A third of the book is devoted to ba1loon angioplasty 
of atheromatous carotid disease. The authors are radiolo-
gists, vascular surgeons, neuroradiologists, and cardiovas-
cular surgeons from France, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States. Some present their own results, and this 
part of the book offers an opportunity for insight into 
details of techniques that otherwise might not be appreci-
ated. The approaches are often quite different. Some 
authors use direct carotid puncture, and others use a 
femoral artery approach. Some use stents or cerebral pro-
tection against embolization, and others do not. However, 
in general, the results are clearly and comprehensively pre-
sented. There are personal overviews of the techniques 
from authors involved in the CAVATAS and the CAST 
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studies. This part of the book also includes a chapter on 
nonatheromatous disease treated with angioplasty. 
This book is a valuable source of data and brings to the 
American reader in particular European works that might 
otherwise be overlooked. It provides an update on the lat-
est techniques for assessing the carotid artery and is a use-
ful source of references. Although the language occasion-
ally is stilted and the meaning unclear in translation, most 
of the text is lucid and easily read. Inevitably, in a book of 
this nature there is overlap and repetition in some chap-
ters. It is a book for vascular surgeons of all training grades 
who want to broaden their perceptions of carotid disease 
and discover what is happening elsewhere in the world. It 
also should appeal to a nonsurgical audience of physicians 
and radiologists involved in treating such diseases and 
should encourage them to make the same rigorous 
appraisal of their resuits as that now applied to carotid 
surgery. 
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Diagnosis and treatment of aortic and peripheral arte-
rial aneurysms 
Keith Calligaro, Matthew Dougherty, Larry Hollier; 
Philadelphia; 1999; W.B. Saunders; 384 pages; 
$98.00. 
In the wake of the remarkable history of aortic 
aneurysm surgical repair leading to the modern and 
durable technique of endoaneurysmorrhaphy with graft 
replacement comes the putatively major technical devel-
opment of the transluminally placed endovascular graft. In 
the setting of abundant noisy, if not substantive, titillation 
in endovascular technology for aneurysm repair, Drs 
Calligaro, Dougherty, and Hollier have created yet anoth-
er multi authored text that, in their own modest words, 
"provides a survey of current concepts in the diagnosis 
and treatment of arterial aneurysm disease." Experts on 
specific and often overlooked areas of aneurysm diagnosis 
and treatment contribute to 30 chapters organized into 
five parts. Topics covered, such as etiology, natural histo-
ry, preoperative evaluation, surgical approaches to com-
plex aneurysms, and prevention and treatment of compli-
cations, apply equally to all aneurysm repair, conventional 
and unconventional. 
